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Abstract: The principle of provenance is occupying a nuclear position in Archival Science
during the last two centuries but it assumes diﬀerent conﬁgurations in diﬀerent geographic areas what brings signiﬁcant problems to its translation, especially in multilingual
instruments. Thus, a problem of terminological nature is revealed, as this principle is
suitable to the area in several diﬀerent ways, evoking diﬀerent concepts, often unfolding or
reconﬁguring. Therefore, we analyze the “archival principles” presented in International
Council on Archives (ica) Multilingual Archival Terminology in English, French, Italian,
Spanish and Portuguese, in order to identify their terminological conﬁguration as well as
their equivalents. The results show that provenance is a complex principle, which includes
other sub-principles (such as respect for the original order), an aspect that varies depending
on the cultural environment of each of the languages involved.
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1. Introduction
Archival Science issues, notably over the past two decades, have been subject
of increasing reﬂection in the Information Science ﬁeld, especially in Canada,
Portugal and Brazil. As a result, procedures, instruments and products of
archival document organization have found shelter in scientiﬁc discussions
in the ﬁeld of knowledge organization, especially if we consider that the set
of archival records reveals an institutional knowledge, organically produced
that, once available, will lend itself to the construction of new knowledge1 .
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